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ships not less in number or in kind than those which CHAP.XXVI.
they actually endured.
These reasons are not without force; but after
allowing to them clue weight, it must be admitted
that tho expedition was dispatched in almost entire
ignorance of the circumstances of the country to
which it was to proceed, and without any adequate
preparation for securing supplies. However impor-
tant it might be to strike a blow at the enemy in the
heart of his own dominions, it cannot be denied
that the success of the attempt was placed in great
doubt by the want of better information and more
complete arrangements. By attention to these
points, much of the misery which overtook and sub-
dued so many gallant spirits might have been
averted. As the quarrel with the Burmese was not
a sudden and unexpected occurrence, it seems
remarkable that so little had been done towards
acquiring some knowledge of a country with which
it became every year more and more evident that
the British government would, at some period, be
engaged in war. Public missions had indeed been
dispatched, but these, even when favourably re-
ceived, do not furnish the best means of obtaining
such information as it is desirable in case of war to
possess; and although jealousy of foreigners enters
largely into the Burmese character, much might
have been effected by the judicious employment of
private agents. In cases ^rhere the necessity for
definite information can be foreseen, it is obvious that
its collection should not be postponed to the moment